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Dén't fall to register if you desire
to vote in the November election.

Ocala now has a mad dog scare, and
the mayor has ordered all dogs musz-
glad at once,

The recent race riot ln Springfield,
I, has demonstrated to the negro
that he is as safe In Georgla as he
is In mlnoh

Govmor Broward is m busy with
his Everglades dralnage scheme to
 consider the question of calilng an

~ extra sesslon of the Leglslature.

All this talk about Ohlo golng for
Bryan s pure “bosh.” The Bu
Btate 18 no more lkely to go for
Bryan than Florida is to go for Taft,

Guinesville's new Electrie Theatre
is the finest in the State, and the en
terprise of the projectors of this ele
gant place of amusement Is to be
wommendead,

An exchange remarks that if law
yoras would Increase thelr fees for di-
voreing people there would he fewer
divoreces, It ls almout ag cheap to ob-

. tain & divorce now as it v to get mar-

ried.

The Democrats of Gainesville and
Alachua county are not responding to
the call for campalgn contributions
as they should: If you Intend to help
the good cause do It now,
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| Alachua. cousty farmers should de-
Jo« more attention to ralsing ' hogs,
beef cattle, and poultry, here I» a
ready demand for all these at re
munerative prices, and our farmers
should not neglect these great ndus
tries.

I p«mls would ouly »njoy what
Rbey bave, instead of making them-
selves miserable by longing for things
they do not bave and perhaps ean
not get, It would be the bhest tonle
poanible for thelr mental and physioal
Aystom.

—

The Sun is le m-utpt of & copy of
a hew song, entitled “Little Sweet
heoart,” words by Leonard A, Usine
of Bt Augustine, Fla, music by Edw.
Madden. It & a beautiful composl
tion and will no doubt mest with
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Auny person, whether he be a merch
ant, professional man or laborer
geta oo good for the

better or move cut. We have no sym
pathy with the man or woman who (s
eterpally fAnding fault with the town

Bubscribers o The
0 remeinber the
that forkids
miore than one year of credit to thelr
subseribars. Examine the date op
posite your adme privted on the manr

Sun are psked
postal ﬂ‘“l‘“ﬂﬂ

omt.pr Lm ualmmm
man of the Alachua County
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emnnahftmo. Al contribu-
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of September, at which time we will

urer of the finance committee of the
National Demoeratic Campaign Com-
mittee, Following s Dr, llcl(lmn{l
muhmx 20" :

“'nu pu't;r‘l I8 united npon its plat-
form and its eandidates, No dissen-
slons  exist anywhere, and
seems assured if money can be gotten
with which to carry the battle into
the enemy's country. Bach of you are
asked to give one day to this grand

work. Get what you can, from whom

yow/ can, and send the amount to The
Sun as the donation from your pre-
einet.  Very sincerely yours,
“J. F, M'KINSTRY, JR.,
“Chatrman.”

JUST A LITTLE HINT,

Suppose the rallroads of Florida had
acted with some degree of business
scumen and had fostered and pro-
tected the finterior towns the same
as they have the seaport cities, who

ye |oan pleture what a great State Florida

would be today? And how such n
policy would have bullt up the rail-
road systems, Kvery plece of freight
coming in and golng out would have
been o much grist for the raliroad
hopper, Giving the Interior cities the
same freight rates as giyen the sea
port éditles and making no discrimi-
nations against any of them, great
manufacturing industries would have
been established In all these towns
and cities and the rallroad compa-
nies would today be as busy as bees
in the honey-storing season, and then
the freght would be all thefrs—they
would not have to share {t with the
schooner and steamship companies,
Some of these days some railroad man
18 going to permit an idea to penes
tinte his brain and those who have
thelr money Invested in raliroad stocks
are golng torise up hod call the name
of that man blessed. —~Ocala Banner.

T e s
g e et e r—

Hryan and Kern, It s sald, will car-
ry enough votes in the Northwestern
States to Insure thelr election. The
renomination of Governor Johnspn in
Minnesota will probably plage that
State in the Hryan column, while the
nomination of former Viece-President
Adlal B. Stevenson for Governor of
HHnoly will add great strength to the
Democratic ticket In that State. The
party s now  thoroughly wunited
throughount the country, and the great
lvaders of Democracy are working
harmonlously together for vietory
Lot every one do his duty, and sue
cess will in lnseribed upon the Domo-
eratie banner whenm the volew are
counted on the night of November 2rd

There s ond amendment to the
constitution t© be voted updbn In the
Novembor eolection which by all

- uho’
COmmunity |

bt to elther make the community |
Ong N [mill for the support and malstenance

publishers vltmdlhl’ "' o
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means should be adopted, and that is
the ane relative to education, provid
Ing for & levy of a spetial tax of one

[of the University of the State of Flor
the Flarida Pemale College, the
Institte for the Blind, Deal and
'ﬁ“::::h and the Colored Sehoo!. The
tion of 'bs smendment will keep

institutions from going to the
Legisinture every session for appre
priationz and will create a permanent
fund for them. as well 3

ida

gin of the paper and If you find umb'm" the scooals out of politics. Vole

solf indebted o %s send lo & remiv
tance withoat walting for a statement
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The aending of statements costs about ’

five cents each avd s an expense that |
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The big Bquier smawmilly at Omegn
have boen tauen dovn and It Is sald
will be shipped to Palstka, where the

(frm will establishk & plaat,

ﬁ-m‘cﬁt-’
|le Executive Ooumlttﬂ;tb,fonw

llcxlnmmwﬂoou $5 as his personal |:
!Mlﬂlmeomanbﬂm‘

make our final remittance to the treas- |,

of the city auditor on}

nances of the city Mor tie” year)
uﬂiu Ami 1st, 1908, nam that the
imm

nmnmd'u per voucbers. . 3892755 |

m«u% nmd.nu "
April Ist, 1908 . $12,952.97

We find on m WM
president of the hoard of trade was

" This _is absolutely corne!. and I} '

ﬁm it eompllmenhq to the treas

urer that, in handling se large a sum, | . -
| there was not a discrepancy of 5o
ir | much as & penny, and he also certi-
Mh‘tthnmountmh!hm
‘|to the credit of the clerk and treas-|

urer. This should mmm
of the finances. :

Now, I construe your mmm- MP
of fan attack on the management of the

city's affairs by the board of alder-
mien, and you so state in your editor-
ial of 7th inst. Let us appeal to the
records as to the management of the
business of the city during these “sev-
eral years past,” say from 1894 to the
present day. For purpose of compari-
son let us oull a few items from the
records of the years preceding this
year of 1894,

From fle records of 1892 and 1893:

A meeting of council called to sell
6 per cent clty bonds~—sold at 93 cents
net. Light committee directed to as-
certain from Gas Company terms for
lighting the city, the ecity being in
darkness. Report of the committee:
The Gas Company didn’'t ecare to
make contract with the city until out-
standing bills were puld. Later,
recommendéd by the mayor that, as
the eity was in darkness, an extra
policeman be added to the force—no
doubt a measure of economy, cheaper
than lights, or probably eould be had
on a credit. Light committee directed
to ascertain what discoupt the gas
company would glve tbe'cuy to se-
cure a settlement of approved bills,
that is, how much of a just debt
would the eity be allowed to repudiate.
The gas company was willing to
dicker with the authgrities but de-
clined to make first offer. Result:
an offer of 50 per cent By the eity,
declined by the gas company, The
company moved as a substitute to ac-
cept 80 per cent, if pald promptly.
The chairman of definitions, after
consulting: “Wehster's Unabridged,”
reported that promptly meant quickly,
cheerfully performed. After delibera-
tion the council concluded that, while
it would accept a proposition to pay
ns quickly as convenient, it couldn't
stand for “cheerfully performed.” The
result was that negotiations fell
through, and the gas company ob
talned a judgment for 100 per cent
and expenses, which was paid later by
counclls of “the several years past.”
An ordinance was introduced by one
who s today one of our leading finan-
clers to borrow 32,000 to pay officers’
salaries and remt of councl! rooms,
pledging . the faith of the city along
with recelpts from Heenses and fines.
I suppose this falth was the same, or,
probably, a balance left over after the
den) with the gas company.

A meeting of  ecouncll called w0
devise means to pay salartes, sdjust
lawsuits, ete, resulted thusiy: Order.
ed that the city pledge 3500 first
moneys received frome licenses and
fines to anyone who would lend it
the chalrman of the Snance commit
tee was directed 40 negotinte the losn.
The chairman, s leading banker of
the day, reported six weeks jaler:
Had wmade diligent effort, but had
failed (o fnd anvone whe would lend
the ¢ty the o0

We 8nd this cholew morsel In the
mingtes of Nov. 13 1853 Ordered .
that the prestdenmt of counell he
suthortsed to borvdw an amount sufl
clent o pay salaries 1 the first of
wieestdiing moath, pledging Al re
celpta from liconses and Bues during
the yenr of 1554 This I parteularly
good: this councll weut out in Ageil
1804, sad the liconses Ampigned wope
st oalloctabie wntil following Oe
toher, And then for the year esding
October st 1885 Think of this® as

| Tgr eash on hand. ... .

bonds—$19 400
at maturity, Dee
Deva ‘ " claimg were grg
Q’M. I .will quote from
3 1st, 1905:
mt of lndebtedness of
April lig 1905:

o B $40.04
upong—outstanding . . .

$40.08
$12.24
. Average collections on the tax
r oent.
bonds for educats
purposes, $50,000, were fssued 8
Ist, 1905, and a further issue

[{1st, 1908, of general utility bonds
-|'Which $65,000 were sold;

and

1st, 1907, munieipal bonds

| Were issued. These matters are

Iy treated of in the annual report
April 1st, 1906, and April 1st, 1¢

o|these reports are in pamphlet fq
le |and can be had on application 1,

| ‘ ¢lerk, J. M. Dell, or to the chairy

move the very sawdust on the strests
of Gainesville to rise and mutiny. I
must close hére this part of the rec
ord, but I leave many rare things uns
told; I will speak of them later 'n a
book 1 am writing, entitled “The
Reminiscenses of an Alderman.”

We now come to the beginning of
the second period—"the several years
past” of the critic. In April of this
year, 1804, the present chairman of
finance committee was elected to the
City Council. He has served contin-
uously singe, and should be wall
qualified to speak on matters pertain-
ing to the city government. We had
our troubles) for three years we had
more or less stormy times: the mo-t-
ings were not always harmonlous; but
even through these years the finaacial
affairs of the city showed a gre-tual
improvement. All bills were ordered
out of the proper funds, and the
finance committee saw to It that funds
were provided to pay all 100 ceats cu
the dollar. 1 had often Jesiod with
Col. Dutton about hig tendency to
hand in his resignation when some
one of hig colleagues would step on
his toes; | was passing his oflice on
ope occasion, after a stormy session
of counefl; he was alone and I dropped
in; I remarked: Colonel, T thoughi
of you this evening as I sat at ik
couneil board up to my neck In mud:
1 asked myself, had you béen In my
place, how long would it have re
quired for you to have handed In
your resignation? He responded,
“Don't you resign!” 1 didn't,

Our legacy from the old council was
a debt of about {RE.000-—partly esti
mated. 1 wag denied free access to
the city books until April, 1887. On
the 21st of Apriil, 1897, I said to Clerk
and Treasurer Dell that | Intended to
open a set of books for the finance
committes, and that it was useless to

bave two sets of books, and it e ORSERENGR.L to last

would turn his books over to me 1
would relieve him of that work. He
ghadly assented: who would not?
This accounts for my keeping the city
books, it has heen a great help to me
in Reeping track of the city's business,
On the first day of January, 1898,
the finanee committee furnished to
the council and to the taxpayers the
first relfable report of the city's Anan-
cos now extant. The report ig decid-
odly optimistic; I will quote some ma-
terial facts from it
Statement of indebtedness of city
on Dec. Rst, 1897:
594 bonds—interest paid to
Dec. 1st, 1807, .
| thtnuknﬂ ffnm

$59.400.44

Ralance dm on spring
Warrants outstanding . . .
Estimate of interest dus on

outstand ing ¢lalms, except

hond s v

s n

Cash on hand £071.00

Another Feport was made on Apri
15, same your: and thereafter on
April 19t of each snd every year o o
and meloding April  Jst. 197, the

signing reveuses of the citr wearly

jeity charter? Mr. Broome ca)

G K, BROOME.
Chirmn Finance Committ

. MR. BROOME'S cunmem

I‘ “this. mrm 3'11:

0& K. Broome, chalrman nr
finance committee of the City Cowu
which purports to answer reque
made through these column: (g
statement of the present finand
condition of Gainesville. He says
will not disappoint you;” but he
not only disappointed us, but the ¢
payers who have a right to the inf
mation requested. Mr. Broome's I
drawn-out communication is sim
udatory of himself as chairman
finance committee and as a b
keeper. The people are not so m
interested in ﬂnanzal gtatements
1897 and 1905 as they are in a ¢
probhensiver statement showips
'vondition of the funds in this
1908.

Mr. Broome lays great stress u
the fact that the auditor found Tr
urer Dell's accounts absolutely
reét. Cortainly no man anticipa
that Mr. Dell's accounts would
found othorwise, but this docs
“settle the guestion of the fincnce
It gives the public no light whate
upon the condition ¢! the
funds, and If the auditor's repe
gives this Information why has It ¢
peen made publie as required by o

A

Vari

refl
mn
LI
M the old mncﬂ was
about $86,000, partly estimated”
whoat was the lepacy of the prese
council, which went into
April of this year? Was It n.or
less than $86.0007
The people want a full and co
prehenalve statement of the financh
condition of the city, and as Cha
man Broome keeps the books for !
clérk and treasurcr as wel
the finance committee, he f= vrdoul
edly in position to give the publ
such a report. He says he did
Apr W
Was it ¢

fn

office

did he not do so then?
cause the eomdition of the
would not make & creditable showy
Are the sinking funds for the vario
fssues of bonds intact, and
ing placed fn the treasury w!ir!

to redeem the bonds as they !
dne?

The Sun bas mo personal '
this matter ard no “fnancis

t0 make. We have the bighest
sonal regard for Alderman Hro
and every other member of (he
ofl. but we repoat that the |
nterested In present conditions
past; and had Chafrman Brootf
voted the past twenty-(wo
compiling a clear and con

t of the condition of i
uttead of devi
time to searching old recur
freshing Bia memory as o

thons between himeel! and ©

maof

’

. joe would have performed

worvice. But his article
nét prove olher thas @
went. ™
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it you ntend conis
Dempocratic  CRmMpRILH
gow. It Wil be oo lal
the masses that i fp to ©5°
10 vote the Democratic |




